
BLESSING OF THE CHRISMON TREE (Titus 3:4-7)
Holy Lord, we come with joy to celebrate the birth of your Son, who rescued us from darkness of
sin by making the cross a tree of life and light.  May this tree, arrayed in splendor, remind us of the
life-giving cross of Christ our Lord. Amen

(The Chrismons are brought in, followed by the lighting of the tree)

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN                       “This Little Light of Mine” Insert

UNISON PRAYER
Loving God, your church joyfully awaits the coming of its Savior, who enlightens our hearts
and dispels the darkness of ignorance and sin.  Pour forth your blessings upon us as we light
the candles of this wreath each week.  May their light reflect the splendor of Christ, who is
Lord, for ever and ever!  Amen!

OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS TO GOD L. A. Cothern, Baritone
Nan Leggett, Pianist

“Prepare the Way of the Lord”/Mark Hayes

PRESENTING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS TO GOD     
                               
HYMN OF DISCIPLESHIP                               “Joy to The World” Insert

CARRYING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST INTO THE WORLD       

DISMISSAL

May the peace of God which comes in Christ Jesus be yours!
Amen.
May the eternal presence of God bless you every moment!
Amen.
May the Spirit of God dwell in your heart and hopes forevermore!
Praise God.  Amen!

POSTLUDE               “Hosanna to the Living Lord”/W. Zachow Nan Leggett, Organist

The arrangement on the altar this morning is given to the glory of God.
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ENTER TO WORSHIP; DEPART TO SERVE

ANNOUNCEMENTS (Please us a microphone.) Brien Inman

PRELUDE       “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silent”/arr. A. Whitworth Nan Leggett, Organist

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES Anna and Sophie Bivens, Acolytes

GREETING

BLESSING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
Christ came to bring us salvation and has promised to come again.  Let us pray that we may always

be ready to welcome Him.

Come, Lord Jesus.

That the keeping of Advent may open our hearts to God’s love,

Come, Lord Jesus.

That the light of Christ may penetrate the darkness of sin,

Come, Lord Jesus.

That this wreath may constantly remind us to prepare for the coming of Christ,

Come, Lord Jesus.

That the Christmas season may fill us with peace and joy as we strive to follow the example of

Christ,

Come, Lord Jesus.

LIGHTING OF ADVENT CANDLE Bullard Family

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: In the days to come the mountain of the LORD's house shall be established as the highest
of the mountains, and shall be raised above the hill; all the nations shall stream to it.
Many peoples shall come and say: 
  

All: Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; 
that God may teach us God's ways and that we may walk in God's paths. 
  

Leader: With what shall we come to God's house? Bring branches of cedar and holly, bring

evergreens and a pine tree, hang wreaths and garlands. 
  

All: Make the church fragrant with the smell of living things and our holy play.  In acts of
hanging greens and listening to the words of prophets and seers let us make our hearts and this
space a place of inward and outward preparation for the One who comes to give us second
birth.

PASTORAL PRAYER
Good Lord, by your mercy guide our outward actions in such ways that our inward being is formed
in faith, hope, and love. May the decorations we offer engage our senses during the days of Advent
and enliven our praise and worship, in the name of the child of Bethlehem, our risen and coming
savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

GOD WILL SEND A RIGHTEOUS KING (Jeremiah 23:5-6)
In ancient times the cedar was revered as the tree of royalty.  It also signified immortality and was
used for purification.  We place this cedar branch as a sign of Christ who reigns as King forever, and
who is coming, in justice and righteousness, will purify our hearts.

HYMN                                    “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” Insert
(During the singing of hymn, wreaths are brought in)

THE PROPHET DECLARES A CHILD WILL BE BORN (Isaiah 9:2, 6-7)

HYMN                          “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (Stanzas 1, 2, 3,) Insert
(During the singing of hymn, garland is brought in)

THE FOURTH SERVANT SONG (Isaiah 53:1-6)
For Christians, this passage from Isaiah reflects the sufferings of Jesus, who saved us from our sins
by His death on the cross, and by His resurrection from the dead.  In ancient times, holly, and ivy
were considered signs of Christ’s passion.  Their prickly leaves suggested the crown of thorns, the
red berries the blood of the savior, and the bitter bark the drink offered to Jesus on the cross.  The
holly and ivy remind us to rejoice in the coming of Jesus, our Savior.

HYMN                           “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (Stanzas 4, 5, 6,) Insert
(During the singing of hymn, poinsettias are brought in)

THE MYSTERY OF THE INCARNATION (John 1:1-5, 9-14)
As we prepare for the coming of Jesus, the light of the world, we bring these lighted candles into
our sanctuary and lives.  During this Advent, wherever you see a lighted candle, let it call to mind
the one who brings light to our darkness, healing to our brokenness, and peace to all who receive
Him.

(During the reading the candles are brought in)



COME, THOU LONG-EXPECTED JESUS

  

1.  Come, thou long-expected Jesus, for to set thy people free;

from our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in thee.

Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art;

dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart.

2.  Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a King,

born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring.

By thine own eternal spirit rule in all our hearts alone;

by thine all sufficient merit, raise us to thy glorious throne.

O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL
  

1.  O come, O come, emmanuel, and ranson captive Israel,

that mourns in lonely exile here

until the Son of God appear.
  

Refrain

Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

2.  O come, thou Wisdom from on high,

and order all things far and nigh;

to us the path of knowledge show

and cause us in her ways to go.

Refrain

3. O come, O come, great Lord of might,

who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height

in ancient times once gave the law

in cloud and majesty and awe.

Refrain

O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL
  

4.  O come, thou Root of Jesse’s tree, 

an ensign of thy people be;

before thee rulers silent fall;

all peoples on thy mercy call.

Refrain

Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

5.  O come, thou Key of David, come,

and open wide our heavenly home.

The captives from their prison free,

and conquer death’s deep misery.

Refrain

6.  O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer

our spirits by thy justice here;

disperse the gloomy clouds of night,

and death’s dark shadows put to flight.

Refrain

THIS LITTLE LIGHT OF MINE
  

This little light of mine,

I’m goin’a let it shine,

this little light of mine,

I’m goin’a let it shine,

this little light of mine,

I’m goin’a let it shine,

let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.



JOY TO THE WORLD

1.  Joy to the world, the Lord is come!

Let earth receive her King;

let every heart prepre him room,

and heaven and nature sing,

and heaven and nature sing,

and heaven, and heaven, and nature sing.

2.  Joy to the world, the Savior reigns!

Let all their songs employ;

while fields and floods, 

rocks, hills, and plains

repeat the sounding joy,

repeat the sounding joy,

repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

3.  No more let sins and sorrows grow,

nor thorns infest the ground;

he comes to make his blessings flow

far as the curse is found,

far as the curse is found,

far as, far as the curse is found.

4.  He rules the world with truth and grace,

and makes the nations prove

the glories of his righteousness,

and wonders of his love,

and wonders of his love,

and wonders, and wonders of his love.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
  

Welcome to Whiteville United Methodist Church on this First Sunday of Advent.  Visitors,
please complete a Visitor’s Card, which can be found in a pew rack, and place it in the  offertory
basket in the Narthex.  Thank you.
  
To ensure the health and safety of our church family, an advisory team, that includes healthcare
professionals, has been assembled to develop guidelines for re-gathering who will also
implement and monitor these guidelines. 

Twice per week our sanctuary is sanitized. This includes wiping down pews, doors,
knobs, and handles, and hymnals. Our air conditioning system filters are being replaced
frequently to help purify the air quality in the Worship space. Some pews are roped off to allow
for social distancing. Masks are available in the Narthex as well as hand sanitizer at all
entrances. In addition, an offertory basket will be in the Narthex each Sunday morning to place
your contributions in as you enter the Sanctuary, eliminating the passing of offering plates.
Also, the microphone used for announcements will be sanitized between each person using it.
   
Holy Communion will be celebrated and followed by a 30 minute Bible Study on “Because of
Bethlehem”, by Max Lucado on Wednesday, December 2, at 6:00 p.m.
  
Drive-thru Holy Communion will be offered next Sunday, December 6 from 11:30 a.m. until 12
noon (first Sunday of each month), at the half-circle driveway in front of the Church Office for
those who are not yet comfortable attending church services in person.

The Handbell Choir will rehearse on Wednesday, December 9 at 6:00 p.m.
  

SERVING THIS MORNING
Greeters: Tom Leggett, Brien Inman,

and Rob Conway
  

Altar Committee:  Elizabeth Gibson, Celia Lynch,
   Margie Rabon, Kathy Simmons,

Sandy Turner, and Gina Deans
  

Soundboard: Robert and Cynthia Page
  

Music Director: L. A. Cothern
 

Organist: Nan Leggett
  

Pianist: Geneva Ashley
    

Acolyte: Anna and Sophie Bivens



Prayer Concerns: The family of Greg Worthington, the family of Cindy Stanley (Vickie Sasser’s
cousin), Betty and Gary Faircloth, Jane Bullard, Shelia Lanier, Jimmy and Nancy Oakley, and
Bill and Sara Brooks.

Prayer Requests: Via email to Kathy Graham at wumc@whitevilleumc.org.

Adult Sunday School:  Fellowship Hall at 9:00 a.m.

Children’s Sunday School (ages 3-12): Upstairs classroom at 9:00 a.m.

Christians Under Construction Sunday School: Via Zoom at 9:00 a.m. (Receive a link to join by

emailing Carolyn Hankins at carolynjhankins@msn.com)

Boy Scouts:  Mondays at 7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 

Choir Rehearsals:  Chancel Choir/Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.  Temporarily canceled.

     Handbells/Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. 

Cub Scouts: Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 

Fifty-Plus Exercise Class: Canceled due to Covid 19.

Sunshine Circle: Third Mondays at 11:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Canceled due to Covid 19.

United Methodist Men: Canceled due to Covid 19.

United Methodist Women: First Mondays at 6:30 p.m. in the Parlor. 

United Methodist Youth Fellowship: Canceled due to Covid 19.

Wednesday Evening Bible Study/Holy Communion Service: Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. in the

Sanctuary.

WOW Meal: Occasional Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.

2020 Church Budget $309,207.00
As of 11/22, Needed $273,516.00
As of 11/22, Received $240,505.49
Needed Each Sunday $5,946.00
Received on 11/22 $3,254.00
Attendance 11/22 110

This Service of Worship is broadcast on WTXY 1540 AM and 103.9 FM from 10:00  a.m. -

11:00 a.m. on Sundays.  Also it is available online at www.Kool1039 radio.com Click on the

“Web Audio Player” applet and go to https://lynx.prostreaming.net:2199/start/unitedmethodist/

and click on the Web Audio Player applet. For either choice, you may need to enable Adobe

Flash.  There is also a link to the radio station on our church webpage www.whiteville.org. Click

on “Stream Live Service Sundays at 10:00 a.m.”  Also, You may go to YouTube and search for

WUMC to see a video that will show a thumbnail image when we are live streaming.


