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They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of

bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. All the

believers were together and had everything in common. They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had

need. Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together

with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number

daily those who were being saved. (Acts 2: 42-47 NIV)

There are so many Scripture passages that I love. Some are inspirational, some provide comfort, some offer hope for

today and hope for tomorrow. Scripture offers so much to the living of our lives. 

The Acts reading above, has been a very meaningful to me for many years because it provides a snapshot of what life in

Christ’s Church is all about. It gives us a model for the conduct and wellbeing of our church today. This is what it tells

me. 

It tells me that the church should be, primarily, about four things: Teaching, Fellowship, Sharing, and Prayer. 

Teaching: Learning how to live by the word of God is one of the most important elements of a healthy church. At the

center of how we live is the practice of expressing the love of Jesus Christ in all that we do or say. Teaching means

knowing where we came from as disciples and teaching our traditions and responsibilities to generations yet to come. 

Fellowship: Coming together with love and support is foundational to a healthy, growing church. I think we all can

attest to the importance of fellowship, especially considering the pandemic which made fellowship difficult. We have

discovered how important our church family is to our faith. 

Sharing: Scripture tells us that the disciples “sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need.” Sharing is

taking care of one another. It is serving our neighbor in need. It is the way of meeting essential needs and building

equality among all people. 

Prayer: A life of prayer needs to be a focal point in church life. It is how we connect with God in a personal way which

benefits not only ourselves, but those we uphold through our prayers. Through prayer the congregation is empowered to

carry out Christ’s mission.

May Whiteville United Methodist Church strive to achieve these key elements and more as we seek to become the

Community of Faith – the Church Family – that God envisions for us. 

Pastor Terry

“Reaching People, to Teach People, to reach People” 



STEWARDSHIP REPORT

 Our in-person worship service attendance has averaged
55 year to-date.  YouTube average views are 28. 
Combining the two we average 83, which was our
average in-person attendance back in 2019 before the
pandemic.

Unfortunately, our offerings are down significantly from
2019. Offerings and attendance have been trending down
for several years.  This was apparent before the
pandemic began.  We have reduced our budget by about
3% in each of the last few years, but these cuts have not
matched the decline in our offerings.  To match expenses
to income we would need to cut the budget by 14%.  Our
staff salaries, maintenance, operating expenses, and
conference apportionments combined are 94.3% of our
budget. Reducing any one of these by 14% would have a
severe impact on our church operations and ministries. 
We will monitor our income and expenses into 2022 and
hopefully see a turnaround.  

As we looked at our downward trends we identified four
main causes:  1) Alternative styles of worship sought by
younger generations. 2) Member relocations. 3) Health,
aging, and fixed income of our congregation. 4)
Declining population in area: City (-11.6%) and County
(-12.9%).  We must address these realities as we plan
and budget our ministries going forward.     

As of August 31, our expenses have exceeded income by
$13,504.  We are $36,923 behind our budget.  Offerings
are $5,286 behind last year to date.  Projections are that
we will finish the year $38,683 short of the budget.  We
are reviewing other sources of income to fund the year-
end shortages if needed.  

The annual Stewardship drive will conclude with a
pledge Sunday October 10th.  You may return pledge
cards to the church office or place them in the offering
basket in the Narthex.  Please complete your card and
encourage others to participate. 

Tom Leggett, Finance Chairperson 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

The October meeting will be held on Saturday, October
23, at 10:00 am in the Parlor. The ladies will watch the
Harbor District UMW Annual Meeting which has been
prerecorded. The theme for the District meeting is
Embracing Change, Sharing Grace. Serving on the
District UMW Leadership team in 2021 is Carolyn
Hankins and Debbie
Sellars.  Joining
Carolyn in 2022
will be Vickie Pait.

Following the
program, the ladies
will assemble gift
bags to be given prior to Thanksgiving. Debbie Conway
will use her creative skills to guide us in making an item
for the gift. Officers for the balance of 2021 and 2022
will be elected. Debbie Sellars, our President, moved to
Brunswick County in September and thus is not
continuing for the balance of this year. We appreciate all
that Debbie has done with us over the past several years
and will miss her enthusiasm.

There will not be a meeting in November.  The next
gathering will be on Monday, December 6.

Serving in October / November

Acolytes

October 2021
3  - Peyton Huntrd

10  - Peyton Huntth

17  - Emily Saulsth

24 - Andrew Bullardth

31  - Peyton Huntst

November 2021
7  - Peyton Huntth

14  - Emily Saulsth

21  - Andrew Bullardst

28  - Peyton Huntth



WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY

How many different
kinds of bread can
you envision? That
was an easier
exercise for me
when we lived in
New York. White,
wheat, rye,
pumperknickel,
naan, Italian, French, matzah (the unleavened bread of
Passover) and many more. A wide variety of colors, sizes,
shapes, tastes baked in many places. Not unlike a
reflection of the people who eat the bread.

On World Communion Sunday, during the 24 hours of the
first Sunday in October, somewhere in the world the
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper is being celebrated.
Throughout the Christian commnities, Jesus is lifted in
memory of his sacrifice for us, God’s children. In each
communion space, the liturgy is led by a clergy person.

We are able to provide scholarships through the special
offering received on World Communion Sunday. 
Seminary is expensive, taking place after four years of
college education. Answering God’s call on their lives is
out of reach for some without financial assistance. 

There is no shortage of places for giving our monies. The
needs are great. We anticipate the UMC will be able to
appoint a pastor to our church when one is needed. This
offering is one way to help assure this is possible in the
years to come. An offering envelope will be included in
the October 3 bulletin or you may give on line (see the
church website) or send a gift to the church office.

Carolyn Hankins, Outreach team leader

WORSHIP COMMITTEE

At our Worship Committee meeting earlier in September
and after much discussion, we decided it would be best to
postpone Homecoming that had been previously
scheduled for October 10, 2021, until we could hopefully
celebrate the day in a safe environment with a full choir, a
full congregation, and a delicious lunch together.  We
hope everyone understands that we feel that in this
uncertain time it is “better to be safe than sorry” for all
members and guests. 

We extend heartfelt thanks to Dr. Judy Curtis who so
graciously filled in for Dr. Hunt in his absence on a
couple of Sunday mornings recently, and to Jeannette and
John Black, former members of WUMC, for sharing their
musical talents with us at our Sunday morning services
several times this fall.  For your faithfulness to Christ and
His church, we thank you.

At our meeting, we briefly discussed the Thanksgiving
and Christmas seasons.  Plans are in progress and should
be finalized at our next meeting which will be Tuesday,
November 9, 2021, at 5:00 pm.

 Betty Gray, Chair

PRESCHOOL NEWS  

The preschool will
be taking orders for
WUMC Preschool
shirts until October
11 . If anyth

members of the
church or friends
would like a t-shirt
you can place your
order in the church
office. 

The students are
enjoying preschool so far this year. They have already
learned a great deal, not only academically but also
spiritually. 



SOLES FOR SOULS

Our church family has brought over 100 pairs of shoes to
be donated to Partners in Ministry. From flip-flops to fold
4" heeled pumps; for children, ladies, and men. We thank
you for your generosity!  The large bags of shoes must be
delivered to Laurinburg by October 19. Ask your family,
friends, thrift shops, and other places if they can help this
mission effort. Many people will be glad that you
participated and involved other folks, too..

Carolyn Hankins, Outreach Team

A NOTE FROM THE OFFICE

You will notice on the back of our newsletter a beautiful
picture taken by one of our members. We would love to
see more pictures taken by our church members to be used
in upcoming Newletters. Any picture you have taken of
the church or historical pictures of the church would be
wonderful. Please feel free to email the church office at
wumc@whitevilleumc.org

Morgan Simmons, Church Secretary 

TAKE TIME TO LAUGH

PARISH NURSING

In late August Chaplain Jeremy Simmons, Manager of
Spiritual Care at Columbus
Regional Healthcare System,
contacted me regarding our
church providing space for a
Skin Screening Event.

Chaplain Simmons said the
hospital wanted to increase
community outreach,
especially to faith
communities in Columbus County. They were looking for
a church to provide space for a skin screening event co-
sponsored by CRHS, Donayre Cancer Center/Levine
Cancer Institute and Atlantic Dermatology. Dr. Hunt and
WUMC Church Council members gave their full support
to work with our local hospital on the project.

The skin screening event was held in the Fellowship Hall
and adjacent Sunday School classes on Saturday morning,
September 11. Thirty participants received free screenings
for skin cancer from three Atlantic Dermatology
physicians, including Dr. Rene Bermudez, who sees
patients at the Whiteville office four days a week.
Additionally, numerous nurses and medical assistants
helped, including Donayre Cancer Center’s Director Lisa
Thomas, MSN, FNPBC, APRN, OC, and DCC Kelsey
Walters, BSN, RN.

We are grateful to Chaplain Simmons for inviting WUMC
to host the event and the opportunity to work with
Donayre Cancer Center/Levine Cancer Institute and
Atlantic Dermatology. A follow up event is being planned
for 2022 in the month of May, which is National Skin
Cancer Awareness month.

Peace and joy,
Patricia Ray, MPH, BSN, /RN
Parish Nurse



GAYLE G. STOLL MEMORIAL

The Whiteville United Methodist Church Preschool was
blessed to receive a donation of $1,200 for the annual
Gayle G. Stoll Memorial. Thank you so much, Phil Stoll
and John Grubbs, Jr for this kind and generous donation
in loving memory of Mrs. Gayle.

Birthdays 

OCTOBER
3 Ralph Huffmanrd

5 Benjamin Deansth

9 Eric Paitth

Gina Deans
14 Vickie Paitth

15 Kenneth Smithth

16 John Kennedyth

17 Brooklyn Deansth

18 Jan Avantth

21 Gus Cothernst

25 Wayne Overcashth

26 Debra McGouganth

Nathan Diefes
27 Katie and Emory Wardth

28 Peggy Huffmanth

29 Lindsey Huntth

31 Terry Huntst

NOVEMBER
1 Jessie Edwardsst

2 Marly Gorend

Jake Bullard
3 Kristen Williamson Dowdyrd

7 Bill Ashleyth

Les High
9 Ruth Kuykendallth

12 Andrew Saulsth

15 Emily Harristh

Emily Gilmore
16 Marty Wardth

17 John McGouganth

19 Mary Jo Williamsonth

22  Robert Dewnd

23 Janice Simmsrd

25 Phyllis Maultsbyth

Kathy Simmons
27 Jimmy Oakleyth

29 Tyler Hoodth

Pause for a Devotion 

Where Would I Go?

 After feeding the 5,000 on the shore of the Sea of
Galilee, Jesus had many followers wanting to see more
physical miracles. Instead, Jesus began to tell them
that He would fulfill their spiritual hunger. They
grumbled and turned away until only the twelve
disciples were left. 

 “You do not want to leave too, do you?” Jesus asked
the Twelve.

Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we
go?” (John 6:67-68 NIV).

 That’s a question we all need to answer at some point
in our lives. I had wandered away from Jesus in
pursuit of the world.  I had believed in Satan's lies that
the riches and accolades of this world would
satisfy.  Then, with the death of my husband,
everything I thought was important and fulfilling was
gone. All the idols I had made were false gods.  I ran
back to Jesus. 

 In my case, I returned to God after loss. Having been
of the world, I knew the temptations of Satan were
lies. Others get angry with God after loss and search
for consolation in the world of possessions, pleasures
and people. But, Jesus is the only one who walks with
us through the storms of this life and someday will call
us home to be with Him through eternity. He is the
only one who fulfills His promises, is faithful and will
never leave us or forsake us.  I say as Peter did, “Where
would I go, Lord?” How about you? 

– Judy, a sister in Christ.



October 2021

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDA
Y

SATURDAY

1 2

3

9:00 a.m. Sunday School

10:00 a.m. Worship/ World
Communion Sunday 

4

7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts/

        Fellowship Hall

5

7:00 p.m. Cub Scouts/

          Fellowship Hall

6   9:30 a.m. Bible Study

/Fellowship Hall

6:00 p.m. Holy Communion/ 
                      Bible Study

7 8 9

10

  9:00 a.m. Sunday School

10:00 a.m. Worship 

11

7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts/

          Fellowship Hall

12

7:00 p.m. Cub Scouts/

         Fellowship Hall

13   9:30 a.m. Bible Study

/Fellowship Hall                 

6:00 p.m. Holy Communion/ 
                      Bible Study

14 15 16

17

  9:00 a.m. Sunday School

10:00 a.m. Worship 

18

7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts/

         Fellowship Hall

19

7:00 p.m. Cub Scouts/

         Fellowship Hall

20   9:30 a.m. Bible Study

/Fellowship Hall

6:00 p.m. Holy Communion/ 
                      Bible Study

21 22 23

24    9:00 a.m. Sunday School

10:00 a.m. Worship

__________________________ 

31    9:00 a.m. Sunday School

10:00 a.m. Worship

Halloween/ Pastor Hunt’s
Birthday  

25

7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts/

         Fellowship Hall

26

7:00 p.m. Cub Scouts/

         Fellowship Hall

27 28 29 30



November 2021

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1

7:00 p.m Charge
Conference

2 3 4 5 6

7     9:00 a.m. Sunday School

10:00 a.m. Worship 

8

7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts/

        Fellowship Hall

9

5:00p.m. Worship
Committee/ Parlor 

7:00 p.m. Cub Scouts/

          Fellowship Hall

10

9:30 a.m. Bible Study/Parlor

6:00 p.m. Holy Communion/     
                  Bible Study

11 12 13

14  

 9:00 a.m. Sunday School

10:00 a.m. Worship 

15

7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts/

          Fellowship Hall

16

7:00 p.m. Cub Scouts/

         Fellowship Hall

17

9:30 a.m. Bible Study/Parlor

6:00 p.m. Holy Communion/     
                  Bible Study

18 19 20

21

  9:00 a.m. Sunday School

10:00 a.m. Worship/ Christ
the King Sunday 

22

7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts/

         Fellowship Hall

23

7:00 p.m. Cub Scouts/

         Fellowship Hall

24

9:30 a.m. Bible Study/Parlor

  6:00 p.m. Holy Communion/   
                    Bible Study

25 26 27

28 

9:00 a.m. Sunday School

10:00 a.m. Worship/ First
Sunday of Advent 

29

7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts/

         Fellowship Hall

30

7:00 p.m. Cub Scouts/

         Fellowship Hall



Whiteville United

Methodist Church

  902 Pinckney Street

Whiteville, NC 28472

*Picture by Chalmers Waddell

Mission Statement of Whiteville United Methodist Church
As people of the body of Christ, we will gather for and be strengthened by Word and

Sacraments, participate in
loving fellowship, grow in discipleship, and serve
our community and the world in Christ’s name.

Mrs. Morgan Simmons, Administrative Assistant
Monday-Thursday/8:30 a.m.- 3:00 p.m.

12 noon-12:30 p.m. Lunch

Mr. Chalmers Waddell, Custodian
Monday-Friday/7:30-12:30 a.m.

Ms. Tammie Anderson, Treasurer
Friday/4:00-6:00 p.m. (or later)

 Office (910) 642-3376
email: wumc@whitevilleumc.org
 website: www.whitevilleumc.org

Rev. Dr. Terry Hunt


